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Separatism as an Ethno-Political Conflict:
Threats to Ukraine and Challenges for Poland

The purpose of the author's research is to consider the threats to Ukraine and Poland of separatism.
The author defines the following tasks: definition of the concept of separatism, analysis of modern
threats of ethno-political conflicts in the EU, Poland and Ukraine, etc. The article analyzes the peculi-
arities of autonomism and separatism manifestations as political conflicts. The peculiarities of political
conflicts in the EU democratic societies, particularly, in the Republic of Poland are singled out. The
examples of similar conflict situations in the EU are provided. The possible issues of ethnonational
conflicts in the EU in the future are revealed. Author mention that separatism exists in the EU most
often in the state of static balance. The necessity is proved to address the issues of community identifi-
cation through the prism of dual identification. The article substantiates the importance of current fa-
vorable factors of regionalization in the EU to enhance identification and politicization of regional
ethnic groups in the European countries, particularly, in Poland and Ukraine. In author view, the main
features of separatism are presence of conflicts between different groups in the context of the identity
plurality of the political structure, communities’ intolerance of the concept of dual identity proposed
by the central government, etc.

Keywords: ethno-political conflict, ethnonational conflict, regionalization, separatism, autonomy,
politicization, kashubians, Ukraine, Poland.

CenapaTusMm siIK eTHONOJITHYHUHA KOHGIIIKT:
3arpo3u AJis YKpPaiHu Ta BUKJIUKH 15 [osb i

MeTor0 ITOCIIKEHHS € PO3TJIIsL ] 3arpo3 cemnapaTu3My B Ykpaini Ta [Tombii. ABTOpOM IOCTaBIICHI
HACTYIIHI 3aBJJaHHA: BU3HAYEHHs IOHATTS CelapaTu3My, aHaji3 Cy4aCHMX 3arpo3 €THOIOJITUYHUX
koH(pmikTiB y €C, Ilompmi Ta Ykpaidi Tomo. Y CTarTi aHATi3yIOThCSI OCOOIMBOCTI MPOSBIB aBTO-
HOMI3MY Ta CemapaTu3My SIK MOMTHYHUX KOH(MIIKTIB. BHOKpeMiIeHO 0cOOIMBOCTI MOMITHYHUX KOH-
¢baixTiB y nemokpaTuuHuX cycrnibcTBax €C, 30kpema, y Pecry6mini [lonema. HaBeneno npukmaam
nmonioanx KoH(mIKTHUX cuTyanidi B €C. BusBIeHO MOXINBI MpoOJeMH €THOHAIIOHATFHUX KOH-
¢raixrie B €C y MaitOyTHrOMY. ABTOp 3a3Hauae, mo cenapatu3Mm B €C icHye Half4acTilie y cTaHi cTa-
THYHOTO Oanancy. JloBeeHo HEOOXiAHICTh BUPIMICHHS MUTAaHb iMeHTH(IKAI] CHUTBHOTH Yepe3 MpH3-
My TOABiiHOI imeHTH(iKamii. Y cTaTTi OOIPyHTOBYETHCS 3HAUCHHS CyYaCHHUX CIPHUATINBUX (HaKTOPIB
perionamizamii B8 €C mnsg mocuieHHs igeHTH]IKamii Ta moIiTH3aIil perioHaTbHIX €THIYHUX TPYH Y
€BPOMENCHKHUX JepikaBax, 3okpema B Ilompmni Ta Ykpaini. Ha gymky aBTOpa, OCHOBHHME O3HAKaMH
cermapaTu3My € HasBHICTh KOH(IIKTIB MK PI3HUMHU TPyIIaMH B KOHTEKCTI MHOXHUHHOCTI 1I€HTHYIHOCTI
MOJIITHYHOT CTPYKTYPH, HECTIPUUHSATTS CHUTPHOTAMH KOHIIEMNIIT MOABIHHOT iIEeHTUYHOCTI, 3aIIPOIIOHO-
BaHOI IIEHTPAIBFHOIO B0, TOMIO. [[poananizoBaHO CYyTHICHI O3HAKH €THOMONITUYHOTO KOHQIIKTY
Ta BHUSIBJICHO, IO TIOXOKEHHS CelapaTU3My € TICHO IOB’SI3aHUM 3 (DYHKLIOHYBAHHSM JAEPXKaBHO-
BIIAJHAX 1€papxiif, a WOro mgiaMerpanspbHOI0 TMPOTHISKHICTIO SBIIOTHCA TPOIECH IHTErparfii.
OxpecneHo Mo OCHOBHUMH O3HAKaMHU CelapaTH3My BHCTYIIAIOTh HASBHICTh KOH(MIIKTHOCTI MiX pi3-
HUMH TPylIaMy B yMOBaX MHOKMHHOCTI 1JEHTUYHOCTEH MOJIITHYHOI CTPYKTYPH, HECIPUIHSTTS CIiJIb-
HOTaMH HPOIIOHOBAHOT'O LIEHTPAIBbHOIO BJIAJI0K0 KOHIENTY MOABIHHOI i1eHTHYHOCTI Tomo. OOrpyHTO-
BY€eThCs 110 y €BponeiickkoMy Cor031 momiTH4HI aM0inii Manux €THOCIB CIIPSIMOBAHI IIBUALIE HA aB-
TOHOMII, a HK Ha cemapaTu3M, aJKe OCHOBHA YaCTHHA YYaCHUKIB €THIYHUX PYXiB BOJI€ MaTH KYyIIb-
TYpHY, COIIiaJIbHY i €eKOHOMIYHY aBTOHOMIIO, ¥ Jjalli 30CTal04HCh y CKJIa/li MONITUYHOI Ta BiHCHKOBOI
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CTPYKTYPH J€pKaBH, JI0 AKOi BOHM iHKOpropoBaHi. [ligkpecitoeTbes Mo Karyocbka ifeHTudikais y
[Momp1ni OibIIe HE CIIPUITMAETHCS SK HEMOBHOI[IHHA YM Mallo3Hadymia. ABTOp 3ayBaXKye, IO €THO-
perioHanbHi BiAMIHHOCTI B YKpaiHi MaroTh pi3HE MOXOMKEHHS 1 Pi3HY IPUPOIY, a B iX OCHOBI JISKHUTh
Pi3HMI iICTOPUYHUHN TOCBiA i CPOpPMOBaHi Ha HOTO OCHOBI KyJIbTYpa 1 Tpaauilii.

Knwuogi cnoga: erHonomiTHYHUNA KOH(IIIKT, €THOHAIIOHATBHUH KOH(IIKT, perioHamizamis, cena-
paTu3M, aBTOHOMIs, TIONITH3aIlis, Kalyou, Ykpaina, [Tosbina.

Formulation of scientific problem and its significance. Current globalization trends in its inher-
ent nature contradict ethnicity; that is why, they contribute to the increase in tension among ethnic
communities concerned about preservation of their identity. Occasionally, it leads to a political con-
flict evolving the desire for autonomism or even separatism as effective protection from global merger
in the modern world. Sometimes globalization trends are a good opportunity for a local elite to use a
political conflict as a means of realizing political ambitions or satisfying economic interests. Consider-
ing the proximity of the border of Ukraine and Poland and Ukraine's declaration to become a member
of the EU, consideration of common threats in the field of ethno-national conflicts is appropriate.

Analysis of the latest research on this problem. Analysis of the threats of separatism as an ethno-
political conflict based on the experience of Ukraine and Poland is not frequent. In general, research-
ers focus on the study of separatism in Ukraine and analyze possible threats in Poland. However, a
comprehensive analysis, taking into account the experience of both states, has not been carried out yet.
The presence of a common border and the declaration by the authorities of Ukraine of joining the EU
make such an analysis necessary for the security of both states in the future. Among the Ukrainian re-
searchers studying the problem of separatism, it is worth highlighting: I.Stankevych, S.Sitarskyi,
A.Ruban, N.Myrna, V.lavir and other.

The purpose of the author's research is to consider the threats to Ukraine and Poland of separatism
as an ethno-political conflict. Achieving the set purpose involves solving the following tasks: to ana-
lyze the concept of separatism as a political conflict; to consider the features of modern ethno-political
conflicts in the EU; to consider the threats of the development of ethno-political conflicts in Poland; to
investigate the Kashubian factor in the context of the threats of ethno-political conflicts in Poland; to
outline the modern aspects of ethno-political conflicts in Ukraine.

I. Introduction

Political conflict as any other conflict is a certain type of social relations among individuals. But it
should be emphasized that it is a conflict of a unique nature as, firstly, it arises and exists due to politi-
cal and legal aspects of power and functioning in the social sphere; secondly, political conflict is char-
acterized by involvement of not separate individuals, but social groups, sectors of societies, in fact,
mass ones (although policy exists with the least interaction of two or more people, it, however, starts
functioning to the full extent only at that level where thousands and millions of individuals act with
their own interests); thirdly, a political conflict is practically the most socially important as its conse-
quences2 are significant for all spheres of social life despite the desire of those who are not involved in
politics®.

The definition and interpretation of the phenomenon proposed by the founders of conflict resolu-
tion. Thus, the American sociologist and conflictologist, Lewis Coser claimed that political conflict is
mercenary competition for the right to have a status in the society, power and resource potential. The
aim of this competition is to eliminate each other by weakening a rival’s competitive positions. Ken-
neth Boulding, the American sociologist of political conflict defined a conflict situation as ““a situation
of competition in which the parties are aware of the incompatibility of potential future positions, and
in which each party wishes to occupy a position that is incompatible with the wishes of the other™.

Political conflict as other types of social conflicts is a unique type of social relations concerning the
phenomena of political power and its functioning in the society. Based on numerous descriptions of
conflict, we can give a universal definition of this phenomenon: political conflict is confrontation and
competition of political actors of power relations, which is caused by the difference in their political

2 Crankesma 1. (2007) «ITomiTiannit KOHGUIIKT Ta TEXHOIOTIS #oro 3amobirannsy», Bicnux Kuiscbkozo Hayio-
HanvHozo yHisepcumemy imeni Tapaca Illesuenxa. Cepisa: @inocogia. Ilonimonocia, Ne87-88, c. 72.
® Ibidem, p. 72.
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values, views on the current state of affairs, interests in social relations and values in the system of
functioning. It is a special type and a consequence of conflict interaction of two or more subjects (po-
litical parties, fractions of political parties, coalitions, political leaders, state entities, political institu-
tions, separate ethnonational groups, etc.), which compete with each other for distribution of powers of
authority and resource capacities.

Political conflict often performs both positive and negative functions. So one of its biggest negative
function is that in the process of emergence, development and escalation of struggle for power re-
sources, it can drastically weaken the political system of society, in which competing political actors
clashed with each other. It means there can appear destabilization of the internal and external status,
the defining features of which are socio-political uncertainty and other forms of political conflict con-
sequences. The key positive function is that the conflict existing in the political system is a litmus test
for society, power structures and political elites concerning contradiction and discrepancy in positions
of certain subjects of a conflict situation. It encourages the understanding of a situation and the ap-
pearance of consensual ways of their overcoming and prevention in the future. The most important
constructive functionality of political conflict is its ability to accelerate full-blown socio-political and
political modernization. Also, it is often one of the means to clear disparities which definitely arise in
the process of the political system development, provides new opportunities for development, new
combinations of elements and upgraded structure of the socio-political sphere”.

The society often experiences rapid development with accumulation of quantitative changes, but
high-quality updates require updates, which are painful for the obsolete socio-political sphere. In this
case, it is a political conflict that makes this quality change which is long overdue in a quantitative
sense, but due to the conservative old elites or other factors of self-preservation of the old political sys-
tem, it was hampered. One of the laws of dialectics proposed by Georg Hegel states that transfor-
mation of quantitative changes into qualitative ones both means transformation of qualitative changes
into updated quantitative changes.

The scholars single out a number of fundamental theoretical approaches applied when analyzing
the development of national movements leading to ethno-political conflicts:

a) neo-Marxist (which considers activation of ethnonational movement as a certain reaction to ine-
quality of economic state in the conditions of the capitalist order);

b) modernization (which considers modernization as a phenomenon which changes the society in
such a way that the nature of ethnonational identities changes itself);

c) cultural and pluralistic (which is based on the principle that an inter-ethnic conflict arises when
the aims of different groups do not coincide, first and foremost, there are different values or social
structures, but still groups try to exist in this society);

d) rationalist (which considers that an individual chooses their behavior pattern taking into account
pragmatic benefits as well as negative and positive sides of such behavior)®.

According to the Ukrainian scholar Oleksiy Kartunov, ethno-political conflict resolution is a com-
plex process and requires a search for a new balance of interests which could be a compromise for all
conflicting parties and could satisfy rivals®.

The American researcher in conflict resolution Morton Deutsch argues that political conflicts in the
state of law make constructive changes possible as a conflict prevents from stagnation, encourages
interest in society, serves as a tool which may help solve problems and make decisions. It is the prima-
ry source of internal, personal and social updates. In his view, the main aim of political conflict is to
be productive, to find a way for progress no matter how paradoxical it might sound.

Needless to say that a conflict possesses negative features as well. In particular, it can be seen when
it leads to instability, disturbance in society, when society fails to secure peace and order a society
strives for. Ethno-political conflict is negative when it manifests such elements as violence, terrorism,

* Cirapesknii C. (2013) «ITomiTimannii KoH(IIKT Ta CydacHi yKpaiHchKi peaniin, Exonomika ma Oepycasa, Ne§,
c. 138.

® Pyban A. (2011) «ETHOmOMITHYHI KOH(IIKTH: CYTHICTh Ta UNISAXH MOXONAHH, [ ymanimapnuii sicnux Jlep-
JHCABHO2O BUWO20 HABUATLHO20 3aK1ady «llepeacnag-XmenvHuybkull 0epixcasHull nedazociunuil yHisepcumem
imeni I'pueopin Cxosopoouy. Iledazocixa. Ilcuxonozis. @inocogis, Ne23, c. 415-416.

® Kaprynog O. (1999) Bemyn 0o emnononimonoaii: naykogo-naguanshuii nocionux, Kuis, c. 47-48.
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war. Often, it is the ethnic separatism as a political conflict that acquires these features, first of all, be-
cause of the low legal culture of society’.

The basis for contradictions is an opposition of identities on grounds of “friends” — “foes”. At the
same time, contradictions are confrontational in their nature based on unproductive radicalization of
society without dialogue and communication. Separatism is also characterized by the presence of a
political organization taking responsibility for implementing separatist aims.

IT. Peculiarities of current ethno-political conflicts in the EU

According to most of the experts on this issue, the main principle for resolution of ethno-political
conflicts in Europe is a common European identity. It includes the principle of ethno-pluralism, which
combines a complex of nations and cultures united by common features, i.e. residence in Europe,
membership in the EU, democratic states as a form of political regime, capitalism as a driving force
behind economy, etc. Although the European identity takes into account the rights and interests of na-
tions as separate ethnic structures and, in fact, provides for fundamental differences of Europe’s na-
tions at the cultural and spiritual levels, the proponents of the theory “patriotic constitutionalism”
claim that the identity within the EU is considered as a complex of legal, political and moral aspects®.

The high standards in the ethno-politics of the European Union’s national states are the ones that
contributed to the de-escalation of conflict situations based on the realization of the right to self-
identification of the territorially compact ethnic groups of the EU. The flexible policy and legal
framework of the European Union facilitated the dialogue between nation-states and regional ethnic
groups. The hotbeds of separatism within the EU gained broad autonomies and support of the Europe-
an institutions in solving key issues of co-existence within a nation-state.

The current political processes in the EU are characterized with the significant impact of two inter-
penetrating tendencies of the world development: globalization and regionalization. Regionalization is
decisive in the context of the European integration processes, which requires the member states of the
European Union to develop common approaches to regional development, to introduce relevant mech-
anisms for making and implementing regional policy at the supranational and macro-political levels.
Regionalization in the EU is considered as a reaction from the central government to the local region-
alism®. Regionalism is a phenomenon, which reflects the presence of appropriate administrative and
territorial structures with their unique ethnic, political, social, economic and other features that can
protect regional interests in the central institutions of the state™.

During the Modern Times, when the society in its essence was still traditional, there appeared na-
tional self-awareness which has been preserved in the ethnic groups of the European Union till now
and as a result leads to inter-ethnic and intercultural conflicts. The example is the Ulster conflict in
Northern Ireland which goes back to the distant past when Ireland was conquered by the Anglo-
Saxons. But the conflict proved itself to the fullest during the new times, particularly, at the beginning
of the 19" c. when Ireland was legally but illegitimately subordinated.

In the Spanish version of separatism, ethnic identity is a set of perceptions on belonging to a partic-
ular regional group with common interests appearing due to co-residence, functioning of political in-
stitutions, etc. The processes of centralization and unification of the national state failed to disrupt the
territorial identities of Spain — they maintain a diversity in the unity, within a single political space.
Today the Constitution of the country, which legally secured the existence of the “state of autono-
mies”, is consistent with its structure. By doing so, the political nation gave up the former formula of
highly centralized unitarism after declaring the principles of unity and autonomy which balance one
another. The basic law gave the provinces, which have a territorial, historical, cultural and economic
community, the right to self-government, but even these progressive ideas of decentralization embod-

" Crankesma 1. (2007) «ITomiTiannit KOHGUIIKT Ta TEXHOIOTIS #oro 3amobirannsy», Bicnux Kuiscbkoeo Hayio-
HanbHoz2o yHigepcumemy imeni Tapaca Lllesuenka. Cepia: @inocogia. I[lonimonozis, Ne87-88, c. 73.

8 JTorsino A. (2013) «CamoifeHTH}iKaLis STHIYHAX IPYIT B €THOHAIIOHATBHIX KOHGIIKTax», Haykosi 3anucku
Hayionanvroeo ynisepcumemy "Ocmpo3svka akademisn”. Cepis : Kynomyponoeia, Nel1(1), c. 186.

® Tony6’six H. (2015) «ITapajurma «HOBOrO perioHaNi3My» Ta €BPONEHCHKOI perioHamisalii», Akmyanshi npo-
onemu ¢hinocoghii ma coyionoeii, Ned, c. 46.

9 Mupua H. (2013) «CyuacHi TeHmenriii perioHaisartii Ta ix poib B €BpOMEiiChKIX HTErpaIiifHuX Iporecax,
Hepoicasne 6yodisnuymeo, Nel, Available from: http://www.kbuapa.kharkov.ua/e-book/db/2013- 1/doc/5/05.pdf
(accessed 12 March 2024).
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ied in the administrative subdivisions and political functioning of the state are not an absolute formula
of rescuing the state from separatization processes™.

In general, the political ambitions of small ethnonational groups in the EU aim at autonomism and
separatism remains highly undesirable practice. The majority of participants of ethnic movements lean
toward the cultural, social and economic autonomy remaining a part of the political structure of the
nation-state in which they are incorporated. However, there are some exceptions, i.e. radical groups of
these movements such as the ETA of the Basques, the SNP of the Scots that want to gain the complete
independence from Spain and Great Britain. But at present these groups refused from radical inhuman
ways of fighting and terrorist acts and other crimes are a thing of the past as well.

Matthias Bieri takes an interesting position on this issue. According to him, the establishment of
new states within the EU is unlikely in the 21* c., but the movement for the sovereignty and independ-
ence of separate regions will for a long time remain a difficult question in the system “EU — nation-
state — region”. The researcher predicts massive growth in centrifugal tendencies in the EU, which will
primarily show itself in movements for autonomy™.

Interestingly, the movements of ethnic autonomism often recognize the probability and sometimes
desirability of dual identity — ethno-cultural and political national. It is explained by the fact that they
would like to see ethnic identity within the national state identity like the Breton ethnicity in France,
the Galician ethnicity in Spain, etc. Thus, the dualism of historical and political memory (less fre-
quently cultural) is recognized and is rather difficult to separate™.

The elevation of ethnic nationalism among minorities in developed post-industrial countries is not
surprising at all. It is worth remembering that we face the image of a humiliated and oppressed com-
munity and the centralized nation-state, its power elite are always blamed for this. In these cases, the
state will never have opportuneness as a lenient attitude and minimization of interferences will be crit-
icized just like flagrant interference.

The modern Catalan movement for separation, which is characterized by radicalization, also partly
use dual identification (e.g. because of using the Castilian language, etc.). Considering this, the dual-
ism of hliftorical and political memory (less frequently cultural) is recognized and is rather difficult to
separate ™.

ITI. Challenges for the development of ethno-political conflicts in Poland:
the Kashubian factor

The important direction of current research on the study and prevention of possible ethno-conflict
situations in the European Union is the analysis of activities of ethnic groups of nations having limited
rights to self-government and any opportunity of self-identification, but they very much preserved the
identity of their own material and spiritual culture, realize the necessity to preserve a language, cus-
toms and traditions of their ancestors. One of these groups is the Kashubian minority (from Kashubian
Kaszébi;, Polish Kaszubi; German Kaschuben), who live on the southern coast of the Baltic Sea, in the
area of the Polish city — Gdansk™.

According to the 2002 census in the Republic of Poland, only 5,1 thousand people position them-
selves as Kashubians by nationality®®. A number of researchers attribute this figure to the lack of pos-
sibility to choose both columns (Polish and Kashubian) in the 2002 census. Between 2002 and 2011,
the Polish government had incomplete data on the actual size of the Kashubian community, as the fig-
ures obtained during the 2002 census were underestimated. And only after the 2011 census gave a per-

! TIpoxopenko W. (2012) «Hamponanmmsm, cerapaTism, Teppopism (Pasmbiienns Hax kauroi C. XeHKHHA 1
E. Camconkunoit)», Obuecmseennue Hayku u cogpemenrocms, Ned, c. 174.

2 Bieri M. (2014) «Separatism in the EU», CSS Analyses in Security Policy, Nel60, Available from:
http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/CSSAnalyse
160-EN.pdf (accessed 12 March 2024).

3 Cwmir E. (1994) Hayionanvha ioenmuunicme, Kuis, c. 146-148.

1 Mocopa M. (2017) «OcobmmBocti cenapatnsmy B €BporeiicbkoMy Cor03i y KOHTEKCTi KOHIEIIii «€BpOITH
perioHiB»», IIpukapnamcokuii gichux HTILL /[ymxa, Ne 5-6, c. 155.

5 Cerema 0. (2009) «Karmy6u: mopora 3 HeGyTTs™, Hapoona meopuicms ma emnozpagis, Ne 4-5, ¢. 129.

16 Raport z wynikéw Narodowego Spisu Powszechnego Ludnosci i Mieszkan 2002. Gléwny Urzqd Statystyczny,
Available from: https://stat.gov.pl/cps/rde/xber/gus/raport_z_wynikow_nsp_ludnosci_i_mieszkan_2002.pdf (ac-
cessed 12 March 2024).
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son the opportunity to choose a double identity, the world saw the real number of this community.
Thus, according to the Central Statistical Office of Poland, as of 2011 there were 229 thousand
Kashubians in the country. Of these, 213 thousand chose a dual, Polish-Kashubian affiliation, and
17 thousand identified themselves exclusively as Kashubians®’. Another community — the Silesians,
although the second largest after the Poles in Poland, in our opinion is less active in restoring and pre-
serving identity today. The Kashubian community is becoming quite noticeable in Poland, and the
tendency to be Kashubian is becoming popular.

A majority of the Kashubian community identifies itself with dual identity — Polish and Kashubian.
In scholars’ view, Olga Seheda, in particular, this situation gives grounds to doubt the Kashubian eth-
nic self-identification and creates the foundation for studying this nationality as an ethnic group as a
part of the Polish ethnicity™. In this context, the Kashubian community can be defined as a
“pseudoethnicity” (“pseudominority”). According to Kateryna Chernova, for a “pseudominority”, any
activity connected with politicization will be fake. Similar ethno-political speculations are of interest
for certain political circles that will try to use the ethnic identification of a person exclusively for their
own purposes™®. On the other hand, there is an existing stereotype about the Kashubians as a separate
ethnicity. The confirmation of that is the absolute preservation of their unique cultural, language, so-
cio-economic and other distinctions of the community which can be rather difficult to interpret in the
context of the Polish space unification.

Today, Kashubian is the only language in Poland that has the status of a regional language. This
status was enshrined in Part 2 of Article 19 of the Law “On National and Ethnic Minorities and on the
Regional Language” of January 6, 2005%. It is important that a significant part of the law concerns the
use of the regional (Kashubian) language in public space®. It is important that the Silesian language
does not have such a status, so the Kashubians received a more “favorable environment” for self-
identification as a community than the Silesians.

Some Polish researchers call the Kashubian identity “hybrid” because, according to them, it is quite
flexible. Thus, the Polish-Kashubian sociologist Brunona Synak in his research substantiated a number
of types of identifications within the Kashubian community. An interesting type is the situation when
people who know the Kashubian language and have Kashubian roots are ashamed to identify them-
selves as such, because they perceive their identity as less attractive, especially in economic terms.
This type often chooses a more prestigious identity (often Polish or German)®. However, from our
point of view, today, in the context of significant economic progress in the region compared to the rest
of Poland, this type of “Kashubian identity” is outdated and irrelevant. And the thesis that Kashubians
choose identity depending on profit has not paid off.

The Kashubians became an interesting tourist lure of the region, not least because of their cultural
specificity and peculiarities of this group’s identification. This interest was used by the Kashubians
themselves whose organizations are more and more popularizing “kaszubsko$¢” — the Kashubian lan-
guage, culture and self-identification. Year after year there are more and more Kashubian festivals,
picnics, regional meetings, city days, etc. However, the most important thing is that the Kashubian
symbols, costumes, music, cuisine emphasize the community’s identification. “Kaszubsko$¢” is the
fashion and is not perceived as “second class” any more®.

7 Raport z wynikéw Narodowego Spisu Powszechnego Ludnosci i Mieszkan 2011. Gléwny Urzqd Statystyczny,
Available from: http://stat.gov.pl/cps/rde/xber/gus/lud_raport_z_wynikow NSP2011.pdf (accessed 12 March
2024).

18 Cerema O. (2009) «Kary6u: mopora 3 HeGyTTs», Hapogra TBOpuicTs Ta errorpadis, Ne 4-5, ¢. 132.

19 €B1yx B. (Pen.) (2003). ETHOCOMIi0MOTis: TEPMiHH Ta TOHATTS : HaBY. mocioHuk, deHike, Kuis, 179 c.

2 Ustawa o mniejszosciach narodowych i etnicznych oraz o jezyku regionalnym. Ministerstwo Spraw
Wewnetrznych i Administracji, Available from: http://mniejszosci.narodowe.mswia.gov.pl/mne/prawo/ustawa-o-
mniejszosciac/6492,Ustawa-0-mniejszosciachnarodowych-i-etnicznych-oraz-o-jezyku-regionalnym.html (ac-
cessed 12 March 2024).

2! Bukowski Zb. (2016) «Prawny status jezyka regionalnego w Polsce na przykfadzie jezyka kaszubskiegow,
Czasopisma naukowe UKW. Studia z Zakresu Prawa, Administracji i Zarzqdzania, Tom 9, p. 102.

22 Kleina K., Obracht-Prondzynski C. (2012) (Red.) «Spolecznosé kaszubska w procesie przemian : kultura,
tozsamos¢, jezyk», Warszawa: Kanc. Senatu, 242 s.

% Dotowy-Rybinska N. (2013) «Kaszubski dyskurs narodowo$ciowy — spojrzenie antropologiczne», Instytut
Slawistyki Polskiej Akademii Nauk. Sprawy Narodowosciowe, Ne 43, p. 110.
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In our view, coupled with the all-Polish movement of the region’s popularization, the introduction
of the Kashubian studies with support from the central and municipal governments in the educational
institutions (the University of Gdansk) creates favorable conditions for enhancing the community’s
self-identification and improving the image of the central government in the Pomeranian region. It is
obvious that in the 21% c., the Kashubian community, which in the 20" c. was eroded by the extremely
centralized Second Polish Republic, the Soviet and Nazi totalitarian systems, is only getting on its way
to politicization and framing of timely requirements and expectations from institutions of the political
system of the Republic of Poland and the EU%,

The peculiarities of the Kashubian identification makes it possible to talk about its exceptional flex-
ibility which was formed in the extremely centralized states of the past generations. We do doubt the
feasibility of using the term “hybrid” when referring to the Kashubian identification as the modern
movement of the ethnic autonomism often recognize the probability and sometimes desirability of du-
al identity — ethno-cultural and political national. Today a rather similar situation is also observed in
other EU states (Spain, France, etc.).

IVV. Modern aspects of ethno-political conflicts in Ukraine: challenges of separatism

In our view, the process of ethnonational identification of the Ukrainian society is rather unique.
Ukraine is a state with the unique characteristics of the ethno-political space. According to the 2001
All-Ukrainian Population Census, the ethnonational map of Ukraine consists of dispersed and compact
groups. Considering this, we have every reason to speak about the probability of emergence of re-
quirements for national cultural and national territorial autonomies which eventually can develop into
broader requirements for self-government based on the passed way of ethnicity politicization. The
biggest ethnicity is Ukrainian (titular), however, its discriminatory situation of the last centuries con-
siderably degraded the prestige and status of the Ukrainian language, culture, history, etc. In recent
years, we can observe positive tendencies of revival of the Ukrainian tradition in state-building, im-
provement in the control by the state over obeying the language legislation, educational process, etc. It
was the role of the state that contributed to the revival of the Ukrainian tradition in the political pro-
cesses, and the periodic control over obeying the legislation in this sphere will make it possible to lev-
el up its prestige. It should be mentioned that the main assimilative threat in Ukraine is the Russian
ethnicity (we mean assimilation into the Russian culture and tradition). The regional aspects of the
ethnonational map of Ukraine clearly stand out in the period of the main socio-political “shocks”; that
is why, in our opinion, this issue requires thorough study and research?®.

The state of regulating ethnonational relations in the state is generally neglected. For years on end,
the scholars have insisted on harmonization and updating the legislation in the ethnonational sphere
according to the challenges of the time. In particular, they insist on approving the new version of the
Law of Ukraine “On national minorities in Ukraine” of 1992 which is of a rather generalized political
nature and characterized by declarativeness, absence of clear mechanisms for ensuring the rights of
citizens belonging to national minorities, which, in its turn, provokes the processes of ethnicity politi-
cization and increases ethno-cultural differentiation and division. They insist on improving the lan-
guage legislation, which contains a number of contradictions and inconsistencies with the main law —
the Constitution of Ukraine, which leads to deepening of the ethno-cultural division of the state and
conflicts on the language grounds. They insist on updating antidiscrimination rules of law.

The Ukrainian political elites repeatedly postponed the solution of ethno-national problems far into
the future giving the reason for current infeasibility and urgency to settle more important issues of the
economic and political development of the country. It resulted in the fact that the problem was often
solved in a certain period of the modern Ukrainian history in favor of one part of the society, which
was certainly followed by the opposition and rejection by the other one. This state of affairs raises the
problems of ethno-cultural misunderstanding and divided society. An important moment in this situa-
tion is that in the multi-ethnic society, the state must remain an impartial mediator who is to represent
the interests of all groups of a heterogeneous society based on the norms and principles of the Consti-

* Mocopa M. (2018) «OcobiuBocTi cydacHoi momiTi3anii kamy6is», Bicnuk Ipukapnamcuko2o yuHisepcumemy.
Tonimonoezisa, Ne 12, ¢. 289.

? Kpusumpka O. (2005) «Kou(TiKTHHII BEMIp €THOHAIL[IOHATLHOrO PO3BUTKY YKpaiumy», Ilorimuunuii me-
Heddcmenm, Ne2, c. 25-26.
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tution and laws of the state. Having an unquestioning monopoly in this sphere, absenting itself from
these processes or acting for the benefit only for a certain group of population, the state will not be
able to provide for implementing the project of a prosperous, powerful and multi-ethnic state?. That is
why this issue should be crucial for the Ukrainian authorities to protect itself from possible ethno-
national conflict and probable manifestations of separatism in the future.

We should agree with Professor Serhiy Teleshun who singled out among the possible reasons for
separatism on the territory of Ukraine the following: absence of stable political development; presence
of the conflict base in the ethno-confession environment; conflicts of regional elites; ethnonational
conflicts on the regional scales of Ukraine aimed at discrimination and limiting access of certain eth-
nonational groups to power; upholding the rights and freedoms of ethnonational minorities on the part
of radicalized circles and hidden (hybrid) intervention of the third parties in these conflicts; an attempt
to change the area of compact location of some ethnonational groups; absence of secure information
space of Ukraine and its regions, etc”’.

The Ukrainian scholars quite often emphasized that the political elites of Ukraine fail to find the
optimal balance between national and regional motives and interests. Considering the position of one
region at the national level automatically destroys the ethno-political balance in Ukraine, creates a
conflict potential in regions. Creating and implementing the common and coherent policy in Ukraine
encounters the obstacles of regional differences and contradictions as well as politicization. According
to the researcher Kostiantyn Vitman, regional ethno-policy is a tool for the politicization of ethno-
cultural contradictions and emergence of the ethno-political potential at the national level®.

Ethno-cultural differences stratifying on the political intolerance of pro-European power, after the
overthrow of the previous pro-Russian one which reflected the mood of the South-Eastern region, be-
came preconditions for separatism. In Vira Yavir’s view, if only these aspects had been in play, the
separatism in the East would have ended in the first stage with the calls for separatism aimed at violat-
ing the collegiality of Ukraine, its territorial integrity, sovereignty and inviolability®.

Today we observe all-encompassing confrontation and military operations, absence of dialogue and
understanding. These realities would be impossible but for the active involvement and military inter-
vention of the neighboring country — the Russian Federation.

Conclusions. In summary, some aspects should be emphasized:

Firstly, the analysis of essential features of ethno-political conflict shows that emergence of separa-
tism is closely connected with the functioning of the state-power hierarchies and its polar opposite is
integration processes. Separatism involves the desire of different communities for exit from the politi-
cal structure by dramatically changing the political and legal status of the structure functioning based
on the groups’ awareness of their identity, which is followed by destroying the existing political struc-
ture and creating a new statehood. The awkward internal policy of the state structure becomes a cata-
lyst of the conflict potential growth and manifestation of separatist tendencies within the structure. In
our view, the main features of separatism are presence of conflicts between different groups in the
context of the identity plurality of the political structure, communities’ intolerance of the concept of
dual identity proposed by the central government, etc.

Secondly, in the European Union, the political ambitions of small ethnic groups aim rather at au-
tonomy than at separatism as the majority of participants in ethnic movements wish to have cultural,
social and economic autonomy remaining a part of the political and military structure of the state they
are incorporated in. Thus, at present self-identification is more and more often considered in Europe in
the context of economic feasibility and pragmatism frequently outpaces nationalism. Separatism exists
in the EU most often in the state of static balance which is caused, first of all, by the strengthening of
the role of regions in the European institutions.

Thirdly, the Kashubian identification in Poland is not perceived any more as inferior or insignifi-
cant. It is important that the popularization of the Kashubian language, culture, identification results in

% ggip B. (2014) «OCHOBHI TIPOSIBH CenapaTH3My B CydacHiit Ykpaiwi», Jepacasa i npaso, Ne64, c. 394.

T Tennciok C. (2015) «TepopHCTHUHKIA cenapaTusM B CydacHii YkpaiHi: cripoba TeopeTHKO—TIPHKIAIHOTO
aHaNzY», [ ines: Haykosuil gichuk, Ne93, c. 343.

%% dgip B. (2014). Bkas. mip., c. 392.

% |bidem, p. 392.
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indispensable awareness of otherness and lays the foundation for activating the politicization of the
Kashubian community. In Poland the establishment of the unique status for the Kashubian language as
a regional one became the basis for a consensus between the Kashubians and the “Polish space”.
However, it should be mentioned that the steps of the central government like these, on the other hand,
contribute to the revival of the Kashubian culture and the strengthening of identification.

Fourthly, ethno-regional differences in Ukraine are of different origins and different nature. They
are based on the different historical experience as well as the culture and traditions derived from it.
These differences are also caused by geopolitical realities, peculiarities of economic systems, social
stratification, etc. Besides, we should mention a purposeful influence of the regional elites on the for-
mation of this or that “image” of the region, experience in the ethnicity politicization, etc. However,
the absence of a clear strategy of forming a civil identity and ethno-cultural policy adapted to the prob-
lems of the regions transforms a territorial identity into an effective mobilizing resource of ethnic sep-
aratism in Ukraine. The direct participation of the Russian Federation is decisive in promoting separa-
tism in the Crimea and Donbass as it provided financial, information, military support in the desire to
withdraw from Ukraine under the ephemeral pretext of not recognizing the central government and led
these processes.
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