Wojciech Lichota. The Assessment of the Effectiveness of the Implementation of Infrastructural... 101

Icropuko-nosiTH4HI MPOOIEMHU Cy4acHOTO CBITY: Modern Historical and Political Issues:
30ipHUK HAYKOBUX cTaTeil. — UepHiBIli: Journal in Historical & Political Sciences. — Chernivtsi:
YepHiBeIbKUil HAIIOHATBLHUI YHIBEPCUTET, Chernivtsi National University,
2019. - T. 40.-C. 101-109 2019. — Volume. 40. — pp. 101-109
DOI: 10.31861/mhpi2019.40.101-109 DOI: 10.31861/mhpi2019.40.101-109
YAK: 322.146:330.322](438.17) © Wojciech Lichota!

The assessment of the Effectiveness of the Implementation of Infrastructural
Investments within the Regional Operational Programme
for the Podkarpackie Province Throughout 2007-2013

This article aims to assess the effects of the implementation of infrastructural investments within
the Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province for the years 2007-2013. The ar-
ticle was prepared based on the examination method of documents that included the Regional Opera-
tional Programme for the Podkarpackie Province for the years 2007-2013, the Annual Report (for
2014) and Periodical Report (for the second half of 2015) on the implementation of the Programme,
Monitor Regionalny, The report — the situation at the end of July 2015. The conducted analysis shows
that most assumed material project indicators, i.e. output and result indicators, were achieved. As a
result of the implementation of the Programme 924 km of regional roads were modernized, 76 km of
regional roads were built, 107 units of municipal transport fleet were purchased and modernized, a 58
km broadband network was built, 13 406 entities have gained access to the broadband Internet, 157
units of fire engines were purchased within the projects in the field of the protection against forest
fires and other threats, 190 369 persons were connected to the water supply network, 78 343 persons
were connected to the sewage system, 59 educational facilities were modernized, 20 lifelong learning
schools were supported, 26 health care centres were modernized, 19 social welfare institutions were
modernized, and 40 sports and leisure facilities were built. It is worth noting that by the end of July
2015, projects using all available allocation of funds were contracted and the beneficiaries of the Pro-
gramme were paid more than 94% of the funds within the available allocation, which puts the Pod-
karpackie Province on the third place on the background of the country.

Keywords: EU funds, European funds, structural funds, regional programmes, the European Re-
gional Development Fund, Podkarpackie Province.

Ouinka edexTnBHOCTI peaJsizauii inBecTHuiil B iHppacTpyKTYypy
B pamkax PerionaabHoi onepaniiiHol nporpamu
MMinkapnarcbkoro BoeBoacTsa Ha 2007-2013 poxu

Meroro cTaTTi € OIliHKa HACTiAKIB pearizallii iHBecTHIii B iHPpacTpykTypy I[linkapmarcekoro Boe-
BOJICTBA, SIKi 3MiMCHIOBANUCS y pamkax PerioHanpHOi omepariitnoi nporpamu Ha 2007-2013 poxwu.
Crarts Oyia MpUroToBaHa Ha OCHOBI METOJly BUBUYEHHS JOKYMEHTIB, 30KpeMa TakuX sK: PerioHanbHa
omneparriiina nporpama [linmkapnarcekoro Boesojactsa Ha 2007-2013 poku, piunuii 3BiT (32 2014 p.) Ta
nepioguunuii 3BiT (32 Il miBpigus 2015 p.) npo BuxonauHs [Iporpamu, PerionanbHuii MOHITOPHHT,
Panopt — cranom Ha kinenp Jmnas 2015 p. Sk nokasye npoBeneHH aHami3, AOCATHYTO OUTBIIICTH
3aKJIaJICHUX ICTOTHUX MOKAa3HUKIB peajizalii MpoeKTy, TOOTO MOKa3HUKH MPOIYKTY Ta pe3ysbTary. Sk
HaciIoK BUKOHaHHA [Iporpamu, 30kpeMa MojepHi3oBaHO 924 KM perioHaJbHHUX JOPIr, TOOY0BaHO
76 KM JOpIr perioHalbHOTO 3HAYEHHS, MPUI0aHo Ta MozepHizoBaHO 107 oAMHMUITE TEXHIKU JUIS aBTO-
napKy MiCBKOTO TpaHCHOPTy, MoOynoBaHo 58 kM mmpokocMyroBoi mepexi Inteprer, 13 406
Cy0’€KTiB OTpUMaJM JOCTYH A0 IIUPOKOCMYTOBOi Mepexi IHTepHeT, B paMKaxX MpPOEKTiB MPOTUIIOKE-
JKHHUX 3aXOJIiB B JIICOBUX MacHBax Ta iHIIMX 3arpo3 npuadaHo 157 onuHULb MOKEKHOTO TPAHCIOPTY,
J0 BojorpoBiaHoT Mepexi mig eqnano 190 399 ocib, no kanamizaniitnoi Mepexi min eqnano 78 343
ocobu, MoziepHi3oBaHo 59 ocBiTHIX 00’€KTiB, HajaHo miaTpuMKy 20 3aKknagam Oe3nepepBHOI OCBITH,
MoJepHi30BaHO 26 3aKiafiB OXOPOHH 340pOB’S, MOJAEpHiI30BaHO 19 3akiafiB COLIANBHOIO 3aXUCTY
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HaceJieHHs1, To0yxoBaHo 40 cCIOPTUBHO-03J0POBYMX 3aKjaliB. BapTo 3a3HaunTH, 10 A0 KiHLS JHITHSI
2015 p. 6yno yKkiajgeHo JOroBOPH OO MPOEKTIB HAa BCIO JOCTYIHY BUAUICHY CyMYy KOIITIB Ta Oyio
BuieHo oenediniapam [Iporpamu moHan 94% komTiB B paMKax JOCTYITHHX aCUTHYBaHb, 10 HAJA€
[TizkapniaTcbKOMY BOEBOJACTBY TpPETE Miclie B MaclITabax Jep KaBu.

Kitouosi cnoBa: (ponmam €Bpomneticekoro Coro3y, €Bporneiicbki Gpouan, CTPyKTYpHI (PoHAM, perio-
HaJBHI IporpamMu, CBpONerChKuA (POHT PETiOHATBFHOTO PO3BHUTKY, 1liTkapniaTcbke BOEBOJICTBO.

Ocena efektywnos$ci wdraznia inwestycji infrastrukturalnych w ramach Regionalnego
Programu Operacyjnego Wojewodztwa Podkarpackiego na lata 2007 — 2013

Celem artykutu jest ocena efektow wdrazania inwestycji infrastrukturalnych w ramach
Regionalnego Programu Operacyjnego Wojewodztwa Podkarpackiego na lata 2007-2013. Artykut
zostal przygotowany w oparciu 0 metod¢ badania dokumentéow jakimi byly w szczegdlnosci:
Regionalny Program Operacyjny Wojewodztwa Podkarpackiego na lata 2007-2013, Sprawozdanie
roczne (za 2014 r.) i okresowe (za Il potrocze 2015 r.) z realizacji Programu, Monitor Regionalny,
Raport — stan na koniec lipca 2015 r. Jak wynika z dokonanej analizy wigkszo$¢ zatozonych
rzeczowych wskaznikéw realizacji projektu, tj. wskaznikow produktu i rezultatu zostato osiagnigtych.
W wyniku realizacji Programu, m.in. zmodernizowano 924 km drég regionalnych, wybudowano 76
km drog regionalnych, zakupiono i zmodernizowanego 107 szt. taboru komunikacji miejskiej,
wybudowano 58 km sieci Internetu szerokopasmowego, dostep do szerokopasmowego Internetu
uzyskato 13 406 podmiotéw, zakupiono 157 szt. wozow pozarniczych w ramach projektow w zakresie
zabezpieczenia przed pozarami laséw i innymi zagrozeniami, przytgczono do sieci wodociggowej 190
369 0s6b, przytaczono do sieci kanalizacyjnej 78 343 osoby, zmodernizowano 59 obiektéw
edukacyjnych, wsparto 20 placéwek prowadzacych dziatalno$¢ w zakresie ksztatcenia ustawicznego,
zmodernizowano 26 zaktadow opieki zdrowotnej, zmodernizowano 19 obiektoéw pomocy spoteczne;j,
wybudowano 40 obiektow sportowych lub rekreacyjnych. Warto podkresli¢, ze do konca lipca 2015 r.
zakontraktowano projekty na catg dostepng alokacje srodkéw i wydatkowano na rzecz beneficjentéw
Programu ponad 94 % srodkow w ramach dostepnej alokacji, co stawia wojewodztwo podkarpackie
na trzecim miejscu na tle kraju.

Stowa kluczowe: fundusze unijne, fundusze europejskie, fundusze strukturalne, programy
regionalne, Europejski Fundusz Rozwoju Regionalnego, wojewodztwo podkarpackie.

1. Introduction.

The Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province for the years 2007-2013
(ROP WP programme) is the most important instrument of the regional development policy for the
period 2007-20152. The overall objective of ROP WP programme is the growth of domestic and inter-
national competitiveness of the economy and the improvement of the spatial accessibility of the Pod-
karpackie Province®. This goal is achieved through structural investments aimed at, among others, en-
hancing the accessibility of the region, increasing its competitiveness, promoting innovation, improv-
ing the natural and cultural environment, and raising the level of education. The specific objectives of
ROP WP programme* were determined based on an analysis of the level of socio-economic develop-
ment of the province and cover the most important areas of intervention that require support in order
to remove the main barriers to development and raise the level of economic development of the prov-
ince®.

2 As part of the Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province for the years 2007-2013, the
expenses incurred by the end of 2015 may be considered as an eligible cost of the projects.

3], Sierak, A. Karasek, O. Korniienko, A. Godlewska, A. Eubian, M. Sienicki, A. Boczkowska, A. Kucyk,
Efekty wykorzystania dotacji unijnych w ramach Regionalnych Programéw Operacyjnych w latach 2007-2013,
Cz. 2, Wojewddztwa Polski Wschodniej i Centralnej, Oficyna Wydawnicza Uczelni Lazarskiego, Warszawa
2016, p. 49.

4 The Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province for the years 2007-2013 adopted by the
Board of Podkarpackie Province on 10 January 2012, p. 4.

> W. Karpinska-Mizielinska, T. Smuga (red.), 2015, Wpfyw interwencji z funduszy unijnych, CeDeWu,
Warszawa, p.157.
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The Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province for the years 2007-2013 set
eight priority axes.

The overriding objective set for axis I.: Competitive and Innovative Economy is to create condi-
tions for the development of entrepreneurship and economy based on knowledge. The achievement of
this objective will be carried out through the following specific objectives:

— the support for the development of the existing enterprises and the creation of new ones,

— the increase in the availability of external sources of financing,

— the development of a network of business environment institutions,

— the creation of the conditions for economic development and growth of the innovation potential in
the region and the transfer of knowledge,

— the increase in the investment attractiveness and the support of activities in the field of interregional
and international cooperation.

Implementation of axis Il. Technical Infrastructure will improve the accessibility and investment
attractiveness of the region through the implementation of projects in the sphere of transport and ener-
ay.
The specific objectives identified under axis Il. include:

— the improvement of transport links and public transport system in the province,
— the improvement of the condition and efficient use of energy infrastructure.

The creation of the conditions for development of information society in the region is realized un-
der axis IlI: Information Society. The improvement of the quality of information infrastructure will
allow closing significantly the gap between the region and the more developed regions of the country
and the European Union.

The prevention of environmental degradation and natural and technological hazards, as well as the
effective management of natural resources are the overriding objective of axis IV. Environmental Pro-
tection and Risk Prevention.

The implementation of this objective will contribute:

— water supply,

—to improve flood protection and to manage water resources in a rational manner,

—to reduce the degradation of the environment and to conserve the biological diversity,

—to improve the level of security in the region in terms of natural and technological hazards.

The objective of axis V.: Public Infrastructure is to create the conditions for the development of so-
cial capital through investments in education, health care, social welfare, sports and recreation.

The specific objectives identified under this axis include:

— the improvement of the accessibility and quality of the regional education system,
— the improvement of health security and the development of social welfare infrastructure,
—the increase in the availability of residents to sports and recreational facilities.

The increase in the share of tourism in the regional economy and the protection of cultural heritage
and the development of cultural institutions will be ensured by the implementation of axis VI. Tourism
and Culture. Particularly so, since the province has a significant but unused potential both in the area
of tourism and culture.

The reduction of disparities in development within the region by strengthening urban centres, the
socio-economic recovery of degraded areas and the increase in the investment attractiveness of eco-
nomically marginalized areas will be carried out through the implementation of activities planned un-
der axis VII. Intra-Regional Cohesion.

Implementation of axis VIII. Technical Assistance, is aimed at the effective implementation of
ROP WP programme, including:

— enabling the efficient functioning of the programme implementation system and ensuring the conti-
nuity of programming,

— disseminating information about available support within the Regional Operational Programme for
the Podkarpackie Province and promoting the effects of the programme,

—ensuring the correct preparation of projects in order to improve their implementation,

— full participation in a uniform computerized monitoring system®.

® A detailed description of the priorities of the Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province
for the years 2007 — 2013 of 15 April 2014, pp. 4-5.
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This article will assess the implementation of the Regional Operational Programme for the Pod-
karpackie Province for the years 2007-2013 in terms of the infrastructure, i.e. under axes I1-VI1I.

Since the first calls for projects were announced in 2008 and the contracting of projects started in
2008, the majority of the projects that received funding have already been completed and settled. It
should be noted that the Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province for the years
2007-2013 has now entered its final phase of implementation because the calls for applications are no
longer expected to be carried out’, almost the entire allocation of the funds available under the ROP
WP programme was contracted®, and the final date of the expenditure eligibility is 31 December
2015°.

Chart 1 presents the amounts allocated to the implementation of individual ROP WP programme
axes.

Chart 1.
The system of priority axes of ROP WP programme (ERDF allocation in millions EUR)

79.54 31.09
37.07 | 306.88

127.36

170.45

378.41

Source: Periodical Report on the implementation of the Regional Operational Programme for the
Podkarpackie Province for the years 2007-2013 for the second half of 2015.

Axis | — Competitive and Innovative Economy — 306.88 millions EUR, Axis Il — Technical Infra-
structure — 378.41 millions EUR, Axis Il — Information Society — 67.99 millions EUR, Axis IV — En-
vironmental Protection and Risk Prevention — 170.45 millions EUR, Axis V — Public Infrastructure —
127.36 millions EUR, Axis VI — Tourism and Culture — 37.07 millions EUR, Axis VIl — Intra-
Regional Cohesion — 79.54 millions EUR, Axis VIII — Technical Assistance — 31.09 millions EUR.

2. Financial and material effects of the implementation of the individual axes Il to VI of the
Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province'®.

The material effects of the implementation of the Programme are measured by product indicators
that relate to the direct effects of the implementation of the project (e.g. 2 km of a road, 3 buildings)
and outcome indicators that characterize the impact of the completed project on the environment, ob-
tained immediately after its completion (e.g. shortening of the travel time from village A to village B
in connection with the modernization of a road, or the amount of energy savings as a result of the
thermal modernization of a building).

The effects presented in the article will therefore have a direct reference in the form of indicators
achieved.

7 Annex to Resolution No. 328/7836/14 of the Board of the Podkarpackie Province in Rzeszéw of 11 March
2014.

& Annual Report on the implementation of the Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province
for the years 2007-2013 for 2014, p. 6 and the Use of EU funds under the National Cohesion Strategy 2007-
2013, Warsaw, July 2015.

® [Manual of expenditure eligibility under the Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Province
for the years 2007-2013, September 2014, p. 11

10 Based on the Periodical Report on the implementation of the Regional Operational Programme for the Pod-
karpackie Province for 2007-2013 for the second half of 2015.
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Under axis Il. Technical Infrastructure, since the launch of the Programme, 462 projects (including
27 key projects) were contracted for the amount of 1 622 798 975.81 zt of the ERDF, which represents
100% of the allocation of axis Il.: Technical Infrastructure. The amount of 1 516 485 067.56 zt of the
ERDF was approved and disbursed, which represents 93% of the allocation of axis Il.

Under the above mentioned priority axis:

— over 76 km of new roads were built (67.2 km of municipal and district roads and 9.5 km of provin-
cial roads)
— 924 km of roads were modernized (882.5 km of municipal and district roads and 41.5 km of provin-
cial roads)
— 23.6 km of roads damaged by flooding were reconstructed,
— 75 km of railway lines were reconstructed,
— 107 units of municipal transport fleet were purchased and modernized'?,
— additional power of renewable energy was installed, which amounted to 23.6MW,
— 5 units of rolling stock were purchased.
However, the following indicators will not be achieved, e.g.
— The number of passenger kilometres in the purchased / modernized public transport fleet (0.86%),
— The length of new railway lines (0%),
— The amount of purchased rolling stock (45%),
— The length of new regional (provincial) roads (47%),
— The length of reconstructed regional (provincial) roads (41%)*?,
because they were overestimated at the stage of the Programme creation, projects that allow achieving
these indicators were not submitted for funding or a diagnosis was confirmed that there is a good road
network in the Podkarpackie Province, so there is no need to build new roads but the existing ones
must be modernized.

Under axis Il1: Information Society, 60 agreements / decisions (including contracting 24 key pro-
jects) were signed for 280 607 522.7 zt of the ERDF, which represents 100% of the allocation amount
of axis Ill. The amount of 237 876 181.25 zt of the ERDF was approved and disbursed, which repre-
sents 84% of the allocation of axis Il1.

Under the above mentioned priority axis:

—58.7 km of the broadband internet network were built,

— 360 public services were delivered on-line,

— 52 077 persons gained access to the broadband internet, including 38 577 persons in rural areas,

— 13 406 entities (households — 12 300, SMEs — 1095, schools — 10, public administration entities — 1)
gained access to the broadband internet,

— The number of users of on-line services amounted to 9 392 452 persons.

— However, the following indicators will not be achieved, e.g.

— The number of entities that gained access to the broadband internet, including schools (37%),

— The number of entities that gained access to the broadband internet, including public administration
entities (8%)%,

because the projects that allow for the completion of specified indicators were not submitted.

Under axis IV. Environmental Protection and Risk Prevention, 256 projects (including 4 key pro-
jects) were contracted for the amount of 692 449 815.14 zt of the ERDF, which represents 100% of the
allocation amount of axis V. The amount of 664 355 135.25 zt of the ERDF was approved and dis-
bursed, which represents 96% of the allocation of axis 1V.

Under the above mentioned priority axis:

— 669 km of water networks were built, including 584 km in rural areas,

— 1547 km of sewerage networks were built, including 1518 km in rural areas,

— 157 units of fire engines were purchased within the projects in the field of protection against forest
fires and other hazards,

'W. Lichota, Wykorzystanie funduszy UE w ramach perspektywy 2007-2013 a mozliwosci pozyskania srodkéw
w ramach perspektywy 2014-2020 na przykiadzie wybranej gminy z wojewddztwa podkarpackiego, Nierownosci
Spoteczne a Wzrost Gospodarczy, nr 49 (1/2017), s. 254.

12 The percentage level of achievement of the target value for 2015 according to the signed contracts is given in
brackets.

13W. Lichota, Op. cit.
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— 190 369 persons were connected to the water supply network,
— 78 343 persons were connected to the sewage system,
— selective waste collection system was made for 134 344 persons,
— 43 282 persons were protected against flooding,
— 1791 companies were protected against flooding,
— 17 564 ha of the area were protected against flooding,
— 326 654 persons were covered by projects involving waste management,
— 25 km of flood embankments were built / modernized,
— 92 pieces of buildings / flood control facilities other than embankments and drainage buildings / fa-
cilities were built / modernized,
— 46 km of watercourses were subjected to regulations or other drainage works,
— 20 endangered species were covered by protective measures,
—9 500 ha of habitats were covered by monitoring,
— 35 million zt was the value of the property protected against the risk of landslides.
The following indicators will not be achieved, e.g.:
— The number of projects in the field of waste management (41%),
— The area of reclaimed land because of the projects (57%),
— The number of residents served within projects related to waste management (38%),
— The length of built / modernized flood embankments (65%),
— The number of people protected from flooding because of the projects (43%),
— The number of projects related to natural inventory, development of conservation plans for NATU-
RA 2000 sites, landscape parks and nature reserves (60%),
— The number of projects in the field of the conservation of natural habitats, species of plants, animals
and fungi (50%),
— The number of projects involving the construction of wildlife crossings and / or the elimination of
environmental barriers (0%),
— The size of the area covered by the impact of the projects (4.58%).

The failure to reach the specified indicators is associated with considerable difficulties in preparing
and implementing of this scope projects and with less efficiency of the projects in relation to the as-
sumptions. The lack of projects on wildlife crossings may be because of the fact that specific areas that
need this type of action have not yet been identified in the Podkarpackie Province.

Under axis V.: Public Infrastructure, 221 agreements / decisions (including 16 key projects) were
signed for 529 618 849.82 zt of the ERDF, which represents 100% of the allocation available under
axis V: Public Infrastructure. Applications for payment were approved, under which beneficiaries
were paid the amount of 509 702 714.98 zt of the ERDF, which represents 96% of the allocation of
axis V.

Under the above mentioned priority axis:

— 59 educational facilities were modernized,

— 20 lifelong learning schools were supported,

— 37 318 pupils and 21 443 students benefited from the effects of the projects,

— 2 316 children attend the built or modernized rural kindergartens,

— 352 982 patients per year benefit from the effects of the projects involving healthcare,
— 470 230 specialised medical examinations were conducted using the equipment purchased as a result
of the projects,

— 29125 persons benefit from the effects of the projects involving social assistance,

— 26 health care facilities were modernized,

— 19 social assistance facilities were modernized,

— 40 sports and leisure facilities were built,

— 19 sports and leisure facilities were equipped,

— 7 sports and leisure facilities damaged by the flood were rebuilt / renovated.

The indicator “The number of modernized social assistance facilities” will not be achieved (51%)%,
because an insufficient number of projects which include the modernization of social assistance
facilities was submitted.

14W. Lichota, Op. cit.
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Under axis VI. Tourism and Culture, 72 agreements / decisions (including contracting 3 key
projects) were signed, for a total amount of 148 572 727.64 zt of the ERDF, which represents 100% of
the allocation of axis VI: Tourism and Culture. Applications for payment were approved, under which
beneficiaries were paid the amount of 144 616 057.35 zt of the ERDF, which represents 97% of the
allocation of axis VI.

Under the above mentioned priority axis:

— 81 cultural institutions were supported,
— 53 workplaces in tourism were created,
— 76 cultural heritage sites were opened to tourism.

Under axis VII. Intra-Regional Cohesion, 143 contracts (including contracting 1 key project) were
signed for the amount of 323 798 383.55 zt of the ERDF, which represents 100% of the allocation of
axis VII: Intra-Regional Cohesion. Applications for payment were approved, under which
beneficiaries were paid the amount of 310 915 049.39 zt of the ERDF, which represents 96% of the
allocation of axis VII.

Under the above mentioned priority axis:

— 630 469 sq. m of buildings were renovated,
— 14 companies were founded in the renovated areas,
— 74 workplaces were created in the renovated areas,
— the infrastructure damaged by the flood, worth 54.9 million zt, was reconstructed.
The following indicators will not be achieved, e.g.
— The number of companies established in the renovated areas (activity 7.2 — 14%),
— The number of workplaces created in the renovated areas (activity 7.2 — 58%),
— The number of projects promoting entrepreneurship and the use of new technologies (activity 7.3 —
17%),
— The number of companies established in the renovated areas (activity 7.3 — 0%)?,
Most likely, these indicators were overestimated at the stage of the Programme creation.

3. The status of implementation of the Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpack-
ie Province for the years 2007-2013 against the background of the country.

By the end of July 2015, within 16 regional programmes 36.2 thousand agreements on funding
were signed for the amount of 110.9 billion zt, including EU funding — 71.3 billion zt. (see chart 2).

Chart 2.
Contracting of individual ROP programmes — the value of the contracts
(EU funds, million zt) and the use of the allocation (%0).

8000 98% 100%

99%:102% 99%100%100% 100% 100%100% 101%:101% 99% 99% 100% 93%

Source: Monitor Regionalny, The report — situation at the end of July 2015. Together 16 RPO pro-
grammes: the value of the contracts (EU funds) — 71.3 billion zZ, contracting — 99.6%

15W. Lichota, Op. cit.
18 1bidem.
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Thus, 99.6% of EU funds available under the regional programmes were allocated. The expenditure
declared by the beneficiaries in the applications for payment exceeded 99.1 billion zl, including EU
funding — approx. 63.8 billion zt, which represents 89.1% of the allocation of the funds for 16 regional
operational programmes (see chart 3)*'.

Chart 3.
Spending in each ROP programme — the value of the applications for payment
(EU funds, million zt) and the use of the allocation (%0).

86% 90%

7 93% 82% B89% 89% 90% 90% 98% 94% 85% 90% 95% B89% B86% 84% |

Source: Monitor Regionalny, The report — situation at the end of July 2015.
Together 16 RPO programmes: the value of the applications for payment (EU funds) — 63.8 billion
zt, spending — 89%.

According to the data presented in chart 2, the Podkarpackie Province makes a very good use of the
allocation of the funds allocated to the Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie Prov-
ince for the years 2007-2013. By the end of July 2015, within the mentioned Programme 4 936 con-
tracts for project financing were signed and thus the entire allocation of the funds was used. Due to the
fact that several dozens of projects are still being implemented in which the final payment has not yet
been paid, as a consequence of the resulting post-tender savings, the savings resulting from the final
settlement of the investments, and accrued financial corrections, some additional funds can be released
which ultimately can fund the Programme budget and be allocated for financing new projects.

It should also be noted that in terms of the level of payments settlement (94%) — chart 3, the Pod-
karpackie Province was ranked third in the country.

Conclusions. The implementation of the Regional Operational Programme for the Podkarpackie
Province for the years 2007-2013 is coming to the end. All projects under axes 11-VII were contracted,
the funds are being settled, and the proper implementation of projects is being verified. Most of the
assumed indicators of the material implementation were achieved, though there are such indicators
that will not be achieved fully or even at all. This is because of the fact that no projects were submitted
or too few projects were submitted through which it would be possible to achieve the target values.
Moreover, some indicators assumed to be implemented were overestimated at the stage of the program
documents creation.

It should be noted that the Podkarpackie Province made a very good use of the ROP programme
funds. Given the amount of the funds paid and settled in relation to the limit of available funds within
the whole ROP programme, i.e. 94%, the Podkarpackie Province ranks as the third on the background
of the whole country?®,

17 Monitor Regionalny, The report — situation at the end of July 2015.
18 1bidem.
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The effects of the material implementation of the projects in the form of renovated roads, the mod-
ernization of public transport, airport infrastructure, educational, social assistance, sports, and recrea-
tion facilities, cultural institutions, or the construction of environmental infrastructure are evident in
almost every municipality of the Podkarpackie Province.
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