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Tthe Quality of Divided Democracies is about how democracy works or tails to work in 

ethnoculturally divided societies. It advances a new theoretical approach to assessing quality of 

democracy in divided societies and puts it into practice with the focused comparison of two divided 

democracies ‒ Estonia and Latvia. The book uses rich comparative data lo tackle the vital questions of 

what determines a democracyʼs level of i delusiveness and the ways in which minorities can gain 

access to the policy-making process. It uncovers a “presence-polarization dilemma” for minoritiesʼ 

inclusion in the democratic process, which has implicalions for academic debates on minority 

representation and ethnic politics, as well as practical implications for international and national 

institutionsʼ promotion of minority rights. 

The Quality of Divided Democracies contemplates how democracy works, or fails to work, in 

ethnoculturally divided societies. It advances a new theoretical approach to assessing quality of 

democracy in divided societies, and puts it into practice with the focused comparison of two divided 

democracies ‒ Estonia and Latvia. The book uses rich comparative data to tackle the vital questions of 

what determines a democracyʼs level of inclusiveness and the ways in which minorities can gain 

access to the policy-making process. It uncovers a “voice-polarization dilemma” for minoritiesʼ 

inclusion in the democratic process, which has implications for academic debates on minority 

representation and ethnic politics, as well as practical implications for international and national 

institutionsʼ promotion of minority rights. 

This is also an innovative and well-conceptualized study about the question of what constitutes 

democracy in ethnically divided societies. Licia Cianetti addresses this question through a thoroughly 

researched and well-written comparative account about the way different forms of minority 

mobilization and representation have shaped minority access to policy making in Estonia and Latvia. 

This book is a must-read for scholars and policymakers interested in the challenges of democratic 

governance in multiethnic societies in Europe and elsewhere. 

The Quality of Divided Democracies speaks to an important question facing modern Europe, 

namely how minorities and minority interests are included in policy-making. The empirical work is 

thorough, impressive, and comprehensive, and one came away impressed with the case studies. The 

author has tremendous expertise on Latvia and Estonia. 

It was an extremely interesting to review the work that has both theoretical sophistication and ex-

cellent empirical evidence. Challenges the relatively new field of inclusion/integration studies to re-

consider the strength of its categories and presents new analytical tools in their stead. 

 

 

                                                 
1 Doctor of Political Sciences, Associate Professor of the Department of International Relations, Yuriy 

Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University, Ukraine. E-mail: taras_lupul@ukr.net; orcid.org/0000-0002-7688-

6544. 
2 Licia Cianetti is a Leverhulme Early Career Fellow at Royal Holloway, University of London. 


